
 

  

 

  

Dear Parent/Carer, 

A warm welcome to the final newsletter of the Autumn Term. The run up to the Christmas  

holidays will continue to be a very busy, festive period with lots of fantastic performances  

and activities for our children to enjoy. As I approach the end of my first term as Principal, I  

would like to thank you for your support and very warm welcome, by sharing with you some of the 

memorable highlights of this term. 

The 1st November was an historic date for Arbour Vale in that we converted to an Academy and became 

a member of the Orchard Hill College Academy Trust. The transfer to academy status was seamless with 

the only real change being a new Department of Education number for Arbour Vale School: The 

buildings, staff and children remain the same as prior to academisation. 

The ‘Meet the Teacher’ event in November was a great success and those parents/carers able to attend 

welcomed the opportunity to meet with staff, members of the Leadership team and representatives 

from OCHAT. There was also an opportunity to experience a school meals ‘taster buffet’ and attend a 

range of informative workshop to support families. There have been a number of additional events 

during the school day where information/advice has been made available through outside Agencies. The 

Parent Forum meeting was another excellent example of School and Home working together to 

establish a shared vision for the school and identify future agenda items: there were discussions around 

school goals and targets for the year, holiday clubs, and transport, Speech and Language, social media 

for parents, courses for parents and so much more. 

Pudsey Bear helped us celebrate this year’s ‘Children in Need’ event. There are too many photographs 

to share of the event, but both children and staff joined in the fun and activities, helping to raise our 

contribution to the Nation’s total of an amazing £50m. Thank you for your support and well done AVS! 

Armistice Day was remembered by all staff and students: the school was delighted to welcome a 

‘Chelsea Pensioner’ dressed in full uniform, proudly wearing his medals at 93 years of age. One pupil 

remarked on the meeting ‘This is the best day ever’. 

This year, the Christmas celebrations have been led by the middle leadership team and significant 

fundraising has helped ensure that all children will receive a small present. The children’s Christmas 

performances took place on Tuesday 12th & Wednesday 13th December and were just amazing! Thank 

you for all parents/carers who attended and supported the performances: What a memorable occasion! 

Our last day will be an early finish and children will be leaving the site from 1.00pm on Wednesday 19th 

December. LA transport have been advised of the early finish. The Spring Term will commence on 

Monday 7th January. 

On behalf of the staff and Governors, we wish all families an enjoyable festive season. 

We look forward to welcoming the children back in the New Year. 

 

Neil Sykes  

Principal 

 



  

TVAP 

As part of our learning outside the classroom, children in primary and early Years have been 

fortunate to have a trip out to ‘Thames Valley Adventure Playground’ this term. This has 

provided an opportunity to generalise learnt skills but practicing them in another less familiar 

environment. Bracknell class had a wonderful trip to T.V.A.P in November.  The pupils loved 

exploring the environment and had a great time playing in soft play, meeting new people and 

making new friends with pupils visiting from another school.  It was fantastic to see the 

children interacting with one another and all pupils demonstrated that their social 

development and confidence in social situations has really grown.   Andrew’s and Karan’s 

imaginations took hold and soon several pupils from Bracknell class were joining in with their 

imaginative party in the wooden den, at the top of the soft play area.  As well as making new 

friendships, it was a pleasure to see that the class worked together and further developed 

their friendships with each other. T.V.A.P provides our pupils with the freedom to explore and 

express their creativeness in a fun and exciting way.  Bracknell class loved visiting T.V.A.P. 

Horse Riding  

Identified pupils from Primary have made a 

successful start to the horse riding 

programme. Our pupils are already gaining a 

great deal from the experience. They are 

developing their confidence, gross motor skills 

and social skills. Horse riding is particularly 

good for developing balance and core stability 

and it has been great to see how well the 

pupils are managing to sit up tall whilst the 

staff support them to walk around the yard. 

They will continue to build on these skills as 

the year progresses.   

Interactive Communication 

All classes in Early Years and primary have 

benefitted from the inspiring ‘Interactive 

communication’ sessions led by Paul Hayward. 

The main objectives of the sessions are to 

encourage pupil participation, use questions to 

stimulate pupil responses, discussion and for the 

pupils to have a multi-sensory learning 

experience. Each week Paul uses a story and 

brings it to life with a wide range of props and 

puppets. This term’s sessions have encouraged 

pupils to express themselves through the use of 

a wide range of resources that include 

augmentative and alternative communication 

aids; symbols and objects; words and gestures 

and Communicate in print symbols. Paul 

endorses the total communication approach 

being used throughout the school. The sessions 

are also designed to capture pupil’s imagination, 

increase and maintain pupil’s attention and 

engage adults and children in shared learning 

experiences; promoting a love of learning. For 

some pupils, five minutes of concentration and 

participation can be particularly challenging; 

however, with the help of their teachers and 

support staff, some pupils are now able to sit, 

focus and participate for up to forty minutes 

during this session! 

Fun with Food 

Our fun with foods session has been very 

successful this term. The children have used all 

their five senses to explore both wet and dry 

textures, as well as sweet and savoury food. 

The sessions are held in the food tech room. 

Each week the pupils are showing increased 

confidence in how they react to the new foods; 

from originally being reluctant to touch, to now 

becoming actively involved in touching and 

smelling different food. One child’s mother said 

her son is trying new foods at home and is 

expanding the variety of foods he will now eat 

on a regular basis.  



 

 
PMLD KS3 

Weymouth Class have enjoyed their first term together. They have 

explored our topic of autumn through many different sensory 

experiences. A particular favourite was making bonfires and 

fireworks pictures. Music is another favourite amongst the class, 

especially when we experience the faster rhythms and beats. We 

are all very much looking forward to our Christmas performance 

and have been working hard making our snowflakes, which has 

involved lots of glitter. 

SLD KS3 

Ealing Class have been developing social skills through 

collaborative games and group activities which encourage all 

pupils to support each other. There has been a high focus on the 

development of individual’s confidence in literacy skills: 

increasing awareness of the correct orientation for reading and 

writing, practising letter sounds, formation and identification 

within words as well as encouraging self-assessment and 

comprehension of texts for the more able. 

In mathematics we have worked on developing greater 

understanding of numbers being a means to record quantities and 

improving abilities to match numerals to their amounts. We have 

also been recognising and developing the ability to record 

quantities in different forms, numerically, written and pictorial. 

Later this term we focused on the concept of time; days, weeks, 

months and years, their sequences and relationships to others. 

We challenged more able pupils to solve problems investigating 

how many weeks in two years etc… 

In science we started investigating the concept of sound; how it is 

formed, travels and is heard as well as identifying different types 

and sources of sounds. After half term we did similar 

investigations into light and understanding how and why shadows 

are formed. 

All pupils have appeared to settle well into their new class and 

effective relationships have been established which has increased 

confidence in interactions in group interactions and activities. 

We look forward to another really successful term next year. 

In Folkestone class, as a group they have taken 

an active role in communicating well with each 

other. They have been learning about place 

value, time and addition in Maths. 

Taking responsibilities, Making new friendships 

and learning how to maintain them has been a 

key part of their journey. 



 

WISHING YOU ALL THE HAPPINESS FOR THE FESTIVE SEASON 

Work experience started this term for a number of 

students. One group have been attending ‘Pit Stop’, a car 

service centre. Others have been working in Café Vibe, 

the school café. All classes have spent the last few weeks 

practicing their Christmas Performance, with team-work 

skills and confidence building being the main focus areas. 

The result was an outstanding performance on the day. 

Each week, the Student Voice Group (a group of students 

from across Post 16) meet together to discuss different 

issues in school. One outcome has been the introduction 

of a break-time tea and coffee provision for students in 

Post 16, which is organised and run very successfully by 

one of the students. 

Early next term, some of the students will be attending a 

presentation in school about the supported internship 

programme at the Hilton Hotel.  A new class will be 

starting the link course at Langley College. There will also 

be some new work experience placements happening 

early in the new term. 

Dover class taking part in 

a keep fit session  

Students from Swindon 

class working in Café Vibe   

Uxbridge class 

exploring ball skills 

in PE    

Alton Class 

Developing money skills 

through role-play 

Chesham class practicing 

their home-management 

skills 

Using ICT facilities at the Slough 

Library 


