
 
 

July 2019 

Dear Parent(s) and Carer(s) 

 

END OF YEAR NEWSLETTER 

 

As we fast approach the end of another academic year there is so much news to share with you in terms of the 

progress and achievements of our pupils and Arbour Vale School.  A huge ‘thank you’ to all of you for your continued 

support and encouragement: Your partnership is what helps to make a difference for our pupils.  

The considerable progress achieved was noted in a recent OHCAT commissioned report involving a two-day visit by 

an HM Inspector and Ofsted Inspector.  

Relationships between the pupils and between pupils and adults in the school are of high quality and based upon 

mutual respect. The ethos is friendly and supportive. The school is a calm and friendly place. 

Staff have created high quality learning environments. 

The members of the Student Voice spoke enthusiastically. 

The pupils’ behaviour is typically of a high standard. 

The school’s senior leadership is very effective and has succeeded in addressing several of the deep-rooted issues that 

were present when the predecessor school was made subject to special measures. 

There is a strong culture of safeguarding within the school 

The report was well received by Governors and the senior Leadership team, recognising that there is still much to do, 

if we are to achieve our aspirations of being a very good school with outstanding features. 

 

Whole School Highlights – Successes and Achievements 

Enterprise week was amazingly successful as the young entrepreneurs successfully went to market with a range of 

products and services. Your support at market day helped the young people to raise over £1,000 profit and it is very 

appropriate that the Student Voice Council will now decide how this ‘profit’ should be spent on resources for the 

children. ‘Watch out’ Sir Richard Branson (Virgin), as our young people bid to become successful business leaders of 

the future! 

Sports Day at the Thames Valley Athletics Centre was the usual great success and I am sure parents/carers enjoyed 

the opportunity to see our pupils participate and engage in the track and field events. Well done to everyone – in 

our eyes you are all winners! 

Coffee mornings and Parent workshops have been very popular this year. The recent meeting involving ‘Special 

Voices’ was particularly successful and very well attended. There will be a full programme of coffee mornings and 

workshops available in the new academic year. 

Huge congratulations go out to one of our Year 9 students, Katie Gillard.  Katie competed in the RDA (Riding for the 

Disabled Association) National Championships on 13th July 2019 at Hartpury College in Gloucestershire. I am so 

pleased to announce, that Katie came in 3rd place making her overall 3rd in the Country. Well Done Katie what a 

fantastic achievement 

Arbour Vale Mathematicians have embraced ‘games technology’ to help their classroom learning, using software 

called Mangahigh. We were delighted to recently invite Mohit Midha, the CEO of Mangahigh to Arbour Vale to see 



first-hand the engagement of our students and using the technology to support their learning. The school are keen 

to work with Mangahigh and develop a meaningful partnership to support Maths at Arbour Vale. 

I never cease to be proud of what Arbour Vale pupils achieve. The ‘Young Industrial Cadets’ participated in a 

‘sustainable environment’ competition, presenting their ideas to a panel of external judges. The team were 

successful winning the ‘Best Teamwork’ Award. The panel of judges were extremely impressed to see the 

contribution by individual members during the formal presentation and in particular the re-useable material used in 

the displays and activities to promote Arbour Vale as an environmentally friendly school - Well done Eton class 

supported by Nidhi and Sunny! 

The following staff will be moving on at the end of term, seeking new opportunities and career development in other 

areas. 

Tracey Bradshaw, Deputy Head  

Sunny Garcha, Specialist Maths Teacher 

Sara Stephens, Specialist English Teacher 

Cecilia Gonzalez, Classroom Teacher 

Bronwen Harding, English Teacher 

 

Our thanks, congratulations and best wishes for the future. 

The term dates for the next two academic years are available on the website and I would be grateful if these dates 

could be adhered to when taking family holidays. Attendance at school is very important and I am very pleased to 

note that we have a number of pupils achieving 100% attendance this year. The Government have made one change 

to the public holidays and rather than the May Day Bank Holiday on Monday 4th May, the holiday will now be Friday 

8th May 2020. 

All staff and pupils wish those young people leaving the school at the end of the year every success in the future. We 

are confident that all school leavers have secured college placements or work roles that will enable them to make 

the transition from Arbour Vale. We look forward to welcoming back students on Wednesday 4th September 2019. 

Have an enjoyable summer holiday and return safe and sound from your travels. 

 

 

 

NEIL SYKES                                                                                                                       DON BLAYLOCK 

Principal                                                         Associate Principal

 

 

 


