
 
 
 
 

 

20 March 2020 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Arbour Vale School due to operational matters announced a temporary closure of the school as of Thursday 19th 
March. Members of staff remain very committed to supporting pupils and their families at a time of national crisis and 
despite an ever changing situation continue to explore if any day care/respite provision can be made at the school. 
 
The latest government guidance seeks the support of schools to remain open for children of ‘key workers’ and those 
that might be vulnerable or with Education Health Care Plans (EHCP). In the case of Arbour Vale School, this 
potentially involves all 309 current pupils. This is unfortunately not practical whilst currently many of the school staff 
are required to self-isolate. 
 
For those parents who are considered key workers, Arbour Vale is keen to support and provide some level of service 
on the school site with effect from Monday 23rd March. This may need to be part time/sessional hours depending on 
the demand and level of staffing available. If you wish to access this proposed service, please contact Sarah Mitchell 
Assistant Vice Principal/SENDCo sarah.mitchell@arbourvaleschool.org to register your interest. 
 
I am aware that during the current high level of infection and the underlying medical conditions of some of our pupils, 
parents have wisely taken the decision to self-isolate and keep children at home. Teaching staff have provided 
learning resources/online learning which we encourage you to use whilst your child is at home. If you require any 
additional resources, please contact Sarah Brooks, Vice Principal sarah.brooks@arbourvaleschool.org .  
 
Respite provision for many of our young people is essential: Once again staff at Arbour Vale would like to offer some 
support where this is feasible in terms of the availability of trained staff. If you would like to access this support, please 
email Sarah Mitchell to discuss possible arrangements 
I am indebted to Health Care colleagues providing therapeutic support to our pupils and ensuring mobility equipment 
is being bought to the home for use. Please contact Julie Foot, Assistant Vice Principal 
julie.foot@arbourvaleschool.org  for more information/support. 
 
The Government has confirmed that children who are in receipt of Free School Meals will be entitled to receive a 
voucher to purchase a midday meal. The detailed arrangements for providing this service with effect from Monday are 
yet to be confirmed and I would ask that parents continue to monitor our school website for further information. 
 
Communication during these very difficult times remains essential and I will endeavour to keep you all informed on a 
regular basis regarding our work/support for you at the school. Your son/daughter’s class teacher will make a ‘keep in 
touch’ phone call each week during term time. 
As always, I urge you and your families to keep safe and well. Please follow the government advice/guidelines on 
seeking to reduce the risk of infection. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Neil Sykes 
Principal 
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