
 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday, 18 March 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents, Carers and Staff   
 
Coronavirus Update and School Closure   
  
The government’s guidance on the coronavirus has changed from the ‘contain’ phase to one of 
delaying the spread of the virus. The guidance for people to self-isolate has had a significant 
impact on our staffing situation. Currently we do not have sufficient correctly trained staff to 
adequately support and meet the medical and personal care plans of individual pupils in our care.  
 
Arbour Vale School in conjunction with the Local Authority and Orchard Hill College Academy 
Trust (OHCAT) have taken the decision to close the school as of today.  The decision to close the 
school has been considered very carefully, ensuring that pupil’s safety, health and wellbeing 
remains our number one priority.  Subject to operational matters being resolved, alongside any 
government advice and legislation, the school will aim to re-open on Monday 20th April. We would 
ask that all parents and carers visit our website for regular updates regarding the re-opening of the 
school.  
 
We understand that this decision will be extremely disruptive to families and carers and would like 
to reassure you that we are taking all of the necessary steps to continue to facilitate your child’s 
learning. Teachers have provided homework packs and themed activities to do at home.   
 
We have also had to make the decision that there will be no after school club after today and no 
Easter club during the holidays.  
 
The current advice from the Department for Health and Social Care, is that all people who show 
symptoms should stay at home for 14 days and self-isolate, regardless of whether they have 
travelled to affected areas or not.  
 
Please keep safe and well during these very difficult times. If you require any further information, 
please email the school or phone the Vice Principal 07795846956 during term time office hours 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Neil Sykes 
Principal 


