
 
 
 
 

 

Thursday, 21 May 2020 
 

 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
 
Covid-19 Update 

 
I am extremely grateful for your understanding and support of Arbour Vale School during these very difficult 
times for us all. I want to ensure that in turn, we offer you support either in school or with learning resources 
at the home. 
  
Covid-19 continues to disrupt daily life, with understandable worry and anxiety for many with underlying 
medical conditions. I am sure that we all follow the daily news updates and although on occasions, receive 
very mixed messages about easing of ‘lockdown’, the reality is that any return to normality will be gradual. 
HM Government advice and guidance is that mainstream schools should start a partial return of pupils with 
effect from 1st June. Such advice cannot apply directly to Special Schools, where many of our pupils 
require personal care, dispensing of controlled and prescribed medication and have behavioural needs that 
do not recognise social distancing. The profound underlying medical conditions of some pupils increase 
their vulnerability to infection. 
 
These are unusual times and I trust that you understand my reservations and commitment to ensuring the 
safety, well-being and good health of all at Arbour Vale School. 
 

 Individual risk assessments for each child attending will be regularly reviewed and updated. 

 Transport to and from school by contractor vehicles to observe social distancing where practical. 
Children will be collected from vehicles. 

 All staff and students will have temperature checks on entry into the building and will use hand 
wash/sanitiser provided. 

 Parents/carers should only send their child into school if he/she or any other member of the household 
are free from any Covid-19 symptoms. 

 Observance of 2 metre social distancing wherever appropriate. 

 One-way movement flow around the school. 

 Children to work exclusively with one teacher and team of teaching assistants and have a designated 
classroom. 

 Access to social/communal areas such as playground and toilet facilities restricted to one class at a 
time and hand wash/sanitisers to be used throughout the building. 

 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) to be available for staff providing personal care to children. 

 The school meal service will not operate on site at this time, however, if your child is entitled, you will 

still receive Free School Meals vouchers. 
 
I therefore write to advise and share with you our current proposed plans as of 8th June and seek your 
advice/comment.  
 

1. Arbour Vale School will continue to provide opportunity for keyworker children to attend school 
Monday to Friday each week form 9.00 – 3.00pm 



 
 

 

 
2. Vulnerable children that require the support of a school environment, will also be able to attend 

school Monday to Friday each week form 9.00 – 3.00pm. If you feel that your child meets the criteria 
of ‘vulnerable’ please contact Sarah Mitchell by Wednesday 27th May 2020 

sarah.mitchell@arbourvaleschool.org to discuss attendance. 
 
From Monday 8th June, we would like to increase our onsite provision to include children from the following 
year groups. 
 

1. Children of Year 6, 10, 11 and 14 are invited to attend for a morning session (9.30 – 12.00 noon) or 
an afternoon session (1.00 – 3.30pm) with effect from 8th June. Please contact Sarah Mitchell by 
Wednesday 27th May 2020 sarah.mitchell@arbourvaleschool.org to discuss attendance of your 

child and any transport arrangements required. 
 
I will continue to review the possibility of additional pupils returning to school; however, if you require 
immediate support for your child, please do contact Sarah Mitchell and we will endeavour to put in place 
additional support or school provision, subject to resources being available. School staff will continue to 
provide a wealth of learning resources/online material and make regular ‘keeping in touch’ phone calls 
during these very difficult times. Please do not hesitate to contact your class teacher in the first instance, 
should you require any support. 
 
Keep safe and well 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Neil Sykes 

Principal 
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