
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 

AUTUMN 2020 TERM NEWSLETTER 

Thank you for your support and increasing confidence in the school’s leadership during these 

extremely challenging times. During the last seven weeks, we have seen an increase in pupil 

attendance, peaking last week at 85%.  This is very encouraging and indicative of school and home 

working together to support our young people. Sadly, last week the school experienced the first 

positive Covid-19 test result. The school took immediate action following confirmation of Covid-19, 

resulting in the need for some staff and students to self-isolate. The relevant authorities were 

informed and their advice/direction quickly implemented. One parent in recognising the efforts of the 

school to manage the situation, remarked that this was perhaps inevitable, despite the extensive 

safety measures put in place by the school. 

All children absent from school due to Covid related issues are now able to access on-line learning 

resources or have work provided. The school has launched a Virtual Learning environment known as 

SeeSaw, accessed via the school website. The resources cover a range of complex learning with 

something for everyone. 

Parents Evening during the autumn term will regrettably be via a telephone appointment between 

4.00 – 6.45 pm, on Thursday 12th November. Further information about the appointments system will 

follow immediately after the half term holiday. 

This Friday as previously advised, the children will finish school early and have departed the site by 

1.30 pm to enable staff training. Parents collecting children should arrive at school from 1.15 pm. 

Following the half term break, the school will begin to return to normal start and finish times. Contract 

transport taxis/minibuses will arrive at 8.40 – 9.00 am. Primary phase parents dropping off children 

should aim to arrive at school between 9.00 – 9.15 am .  Pick-up times for all students will be from 

3.00 pm 

One further change after half term will be the re-start of hot school lunches. The decision to re-instate 

school meals followed a lovely letter that I received from students in Newbury class. Although the 

original decision to suspend school meals due to Covid-19 restrictions such as social distancing, 

breaking class bubbles and health and safety concerns – we have found a way to safely package the 

food and deliver to the classroom. Please ensure that if you wish your child to have school lunch, you 

transfer appropriate payment in advance of Monday 2nd November. All Universal School meals and 

those eligible for free school meals will be able to access this service.  

Ola Holota (McLarnon) the Alton class teacher will sadly be leaving us this week, returning with her 

husband to Poland. We wish Ola every success for the future and our thanks for all her hard work 

across the school supporting our PSHE curriculum. Ola will be an extremely difficult member of staff 

to replace and I will be informing parents after half term of the replacement teacher. In the meantime, 

the class has a great team of teaching assistants to ensure continuity of learning for the children.  

Finally, ‘a day in politics can seem like a lifetime’ – goodness knows what the half term week will 
bring in terms of breaking news from the Government: Please continue to watch the news and check 
emails, texts and the school website for any Covid-19 updates. I wish you and your family good 
health during these very difficult times and offer the support of the school where we can be of 
assistance. 
 
NEIL SYKES          
Principal         


