
  

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

December 2020 Newsletter 
 

The festive season is once again upon us and at Arbour Vale, we are all keen to ensure that it 

is a holiday to remember for all the right reasons after such a challenging year.  This year the  

Christmas decorations went up early to bring a little cheer and colour to our classroom 

‘bubbles’.  

 

Plans to celebrate the last week of term include our Christmas lunch on Tuesday 15th 

December. This year staff and pupils will eat the lunch in their classroom bubble, whilst 

enjoying a video concert produced by ‘Singing Hands’. The concert and Christmas gift have 

been generously sponsored by the Arbour Vale Association. The children will also have an 

opportunity to participate in the Classroom Decoration competition. 

 

Pupils in Guildford class have been especially creative in the design of their Christmas card, 

taking second place in the annual OHCAT Christmas Card competition. The competition 

involved all 14 academies and the OHCAT College and is therefore a very significant 

achievement for our pupils, well done Guildford! The Christmas card has been commercially 

printed and kindly sponsored by Pinnacle Facilities Management. Please find enclosed six 

cards, as our gift to you to share with friends and family and celebrate the work of our pupils. 

 

Sadly, this year we are unable to invite families to attend the Christmas production due to 

Covid-19 and social distancing. I am very hopeful however, that the technology will find a way 

for you to watch securely online and information will be sent home later this week. If you do 

not have access to Wi-Fi technology, we will explore other possibilities to ensure you can join 

the celebrations. 

 

A further use of technology has enabled school staff to continue delivering a number of 

workshops and training sessions on a variety of topics for parents. Please do visit the school’s 

website for information on up and coming parent sessions.  The feedback from you regarding 

workshops and training this term, has been very positive and supports the school’s pursuit of 

the Parent Partnership Engagement Award. 

 

Technology plays an ever increasing role in pupil’s learning and I am particularly proud of the 

school’s development of the virtual learning environment ‘Seesaw’. Whilst this method of 

learning is not suited to all pupils when absent from school, it offers greater independence to 

the learner and the opportunity for families to share in the learning. If you experience any 

difficulties accessing the learning or require the loan of sensory resources, please do contact 

your child’s classroom teacher. 

 

 

 



  

 

 

Please be advised, that following a very high profile national campaign, all children that are 

eligible for Free School Meals will be entitled to receive vouchers for the Christmas holiday 

period.  

 

Covid-19 has disrupted all of our lives and undoubtedly had an impact on the education of 

young people. The school have implemented strict measures to minimise the risk of any 

infection spreading and were highly commended for the actions taken; however, there is no 

room for complacency and we must all remain particularly vigilant to protect those more 

vulnerable to infection. Parent support in terms of pupils’ attendance at school has been very 

much appreciated.  Please see separate letter advising of action required by families during 

the holiday period in the event of infection. 

 

The school will close for the Christmas holiday at 1.30pm on Friday 18th December. Please 

remember to pick your child up at this earlier time unless they travel by contract transport, 

which will depart at 1.30pm. Next term starts for pupils on Wednesday 6th January 2021 

following staff training on the Monday and Tuesday. We wish you an enjoyable holiday break 

and trust that you and your family stay safe and well. 

 

 
 

Thanks goes to our resident artist Joao De Haro, who sums up the end of term beautifully, all we 

need now is snow. 

 

Neil Sykes  

Principal 

 


