
 
 
 
 

 

Thursday, 11th February 2021 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
  
The cold dark nights and mornings are slowly starting to brighten and with the thought of spring, 
perhaps better times for us all. Covid-19 infection rates are hopefully starting to reduce and we 
can focus on schools returning to some normality in the near future. The school staff have been 
prioritised for vaccination, thereby reducing the risk of spreading infection and the high levels of 
absence experienced over recent weeks. 
  
Arbour Vale have endeavoured to support you during the recent lockdown period with home 
learning, by providing you with a variety of appropriate resources. The use of technology has been 
important to support your child’s learning and the school has a number of laptops/iPads for loan. 
Please do contact the school for further information regarding the loan scheme. 
  
A further use of the technology will be to ensure that each day pupils at home will be able to join in 
classroom activities ‘virtually’ using Microsoft Office Teams. This daily link up with the classroom is 
vitally important to pupils at home in terms of their well-being, seeing familiar faces and will 
provide an opportunity for social/communication development with their peers. Further details will 
be made available by your child’s class teacher and with your support, this will become part of the 
daily routine until we can all be together once again in the classroom. 
  
Two very important pieces of information to note are: 

 This half term ends at 1.30pm on Friday and contract transport will therefore be 
arriving home considerably earlier than usual. Staff will be undertaking GDPR 
training. 

 Next half term will commence at 11.00am on Monday 22nd February, this will be for all 
students currently attending school, all other students should remain at home until 
contacted by staff. This late start will enable staff members to have a Lateral Flow 
Test for the Covid-19 before coming into contact with pupils. If your child travels by 
contract transport, they will advise you of pick up times. 

  
All that remains, is to wish you and other members of your family good health and stay safe during 
these difficult times. 
  
Yours sincerely 

 
Neil Sykes 
Principal 


