
 
May 2021 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 

SUMMER 2021 HALF TERM NEWSLETTER 
 

As we come to the end of term 5, I want to update parents on how we have started to re-

build all that Covid-19 tried to take away from us.  The children have now fully returned to 

school and have quickly settled back into the routines of school life, showing their 

enthusiasm for learning . . . . and of course meeting up with their friends!  The creativity of 

our pupils is always a joy to see and was evident in their sculptures made for our school day 

to celebrate kindness.  Please do take time to visit the Arbour Vale website and see the 

video recording of the event. 

 

The end of term 5 will be at 1.30pm on Friday 28th May.  Students should return to school 

after the half term week on Monday 7th June.  

 

Staff are busy planning for the next academic year and during the next half term will engage 

in some transition activities with the children to support them into their new class for 

September.  Teachers will be in contact to keep you informed. 

 

The growing popularity of the school and the confidence & support of parents, will see an 

increase in the number of pupils on roll.  Unfortunately we will find it very difficult to 

accommodate further pupils at Arbour Vale for 2021/22.  Whilst this increase in pupil 

numbers is very encouraging, it creates problems at the start and end of the school day.  I 

am particularly concerned regarding the movement/flow of traffic and pedestrians access.  

Vehicles bumping into one another can be mended; sadly, it is not so easy when the 

accident involves a child.  Please read the accompanying letter on the proposed changes to 

car parking. 

 

The safety and well-being of the children throughout lockdown has been the number one 

priority of staff.  The easing of lockdown restrictions is a welcome sign of better times to 

come.  The school curriculum will start to embrace specialist subject teaching in designated 

areas whilst closely monitoring infection barriers.  The school staff will continue to use the 

Lateral Flow test kits twice a week and also have a good supply of test kits available to 

parents.  Please contact the main office to request test kits for you and your family.  School 

staff are looking forward to welcoming parents back into school later in the summer term 

with a number of planned school events – more details to follow half term. 

 

Wishing you and your family an enjoyable & safe half term holiday. 

 

NEIL SYKES          
Principal 


