
Making Maths Meaningful

How the AVS Maths curriculum is changing — and how families can 

help

PARENT COFFEE MORNING

1  2  3

confidence • skills • 

independence

Today: simple language • practical examples • your questions



WELCOME

Our hour together
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1 1. Understand

Why maths is changing and what we want 

for every learner.

2 2. Experience

Try two short activities like the ones pupils 

may meet.

3 3. Ask & share

Tell us what works at home and ask any 

questions.

Presentation and 

examples

Parent activities and 

discussion
No special maths

knowledge is needed.



AQA ENTRY LEVEL MATHEMATICS • JUNE 2026

Celebrating Mathematics success
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Every pupil who received a reported result achieved an Entry Level Mathematics grade

16

awarded results

100%

achieved Grades 1–3

94%

achieved Grade 2 or 3

4

Grade 3 achievements

Strong outcomes built through ambition, adaptation and sustained support



THE 3 IS

The big idea: a clear maths journey
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I Intent

What we want pupils to know, understand 

and use.

II Implementation

How we teach, adapt, practise and assess.

III Impact

The difference we can see in learning and 

daily life.

One shared destination: greater confidence, communication and independence.

AVS 3Cs: Consistency • Continuity • Challenge



WHY WE TEACH MATHS

Intent: maths for life and learning
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1 Communicate

more, less, next, enough

2 Take part

count, match, choose, compare

3 Live safely

time, money, measure, travel

4 Solve problems

notice, decide, check, try again

The goal is not speed. The goal is secure learning that can be used again.



AMBITION WITH ACCESS

One curriculum, different starting points
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All pupils learn important mathematical ideas. The route, support and response method may differ.

Strive

Concrete and sensory experiences; 

meaningful responses; repeated 

routines; objects, photos, symbols or 

AAC.

Venture

Visual models; supported practice; 

short steps; choices and reduced 

prompting over time.

Aspire

Increasing fluency, reasoning and 

independence; formal recording when 

it helps learning.

Age-respectful • personalised • ambitious



LEARNING RETURNS AND GROWS

The curriculum is built as a spiral
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1

Meet it

objects and real 

experiences

›

2

Practise it

same idea, clear routine

›

3

Stretch it

new numbers or 

representation

›

4

Use it

different place or 

purpose

Example: count objects → compare groups → use number → solve a shopping problem

Returning to a topic is planned progression, not “doing the same work again”.



5 MINUTES • TALK TO A PARTNER

Parent activity 1: What maths is hiding here?
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Making tea

counting • capacity • sequence

Getting a bus

time • number • direction

Shopping

money • comparing • checking

Laying the table

one-to-one • shape • position

Choose one routine. What maths does your child already use?



WHAT PUPILS WILL EXPERIENCE

Implementation: a predictable lesson
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1

Recall

Remember one 

earlier skill

2

Show

Adult models it 

clearly

3

Together

Guided practice

4

Try

Practical or 

independent use

5

Check

A small change tests 

understanding

One clear learning objective • small steps • accessible communication • time to process



THE RIGHT SUPPORT AT THE RIGHT TIME

Adaptation changes access — not ambition
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We may change…

• objects or visuals

• number range

• size of each step

• language used

• response method

• processing time

We record…

• accuracy

• communication

• independence

• least prompt needed

• recall over time

• use in a new context

Then we decide…

• move forward

• practise again

• use a clearer model

• reduce support

• repair a missing step

• apply it in real life

Support helps us see what a pupil understands; it should not hide the learning.



NOT JUST A TEST AT THE END

Assessment is part of teaching
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1 Ongoing

Every lesson: watching, listening, 

questioning and noticing the support 

needed. Evidence may be practical, 

spoken, signed, AAC, photographed or 

written.

2 Formative

Planned check-points during a unit. 

Teachers identify the precise gap, give 

feedback and reteach through DIRT 

before moving on.

3 Summative

An end-of-unit or qualification check. It 

shows what has been retained and helps 

us report achievement and plan the next 

stage.

Assessment answers: What is secure? What support helps? What comes next?



MULTIPLE WAYS TO SHOW LEARNING

A fair assessment can look different
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Point or choose

select the larger group

Move or match

pair coins with prices

Say, sign or use AAC

explain “more” or “next”

Make or demonstrate

measure ingredients

Record

symbols, photos, numbers or writing

Apply

use the skill in a new place

We assess mathematical understanding — not speech, handwriting or speed.



A CLEARER RECORD OF PROGRESS

The AVS EFL now mirrors the curriculum
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Curriculum objective → learning evidence → level of support → next step

Better alignment

The statements pupils are assessed 

against now reflect the objectives being 

taught.

Better information

Teachers can see the skill, accuracy, 

response method and independence 

more clearly.

Better planning

The record helps teachers choose 

whether to practise, adapt, deepen or 

move on.

The EFL supports professional judgement; no single score tells the whole story.



6 MINUTES • DISCUSS

Parent activity 2: Which shows more progress?
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A

Sam answers 8 out of 10 questions with an adult giving each 

step.

B

Sam answers 7 out of 10 questions after choosing a visual aid, 

with no further prompt.

Which result tells us more? What else would you want to know?

Look beyond the score: accuracy + independence + support + transfer



MEANINGFUL END POINTS

Qualifications are matched to the learner
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The aim is the best meaningful outcome for each young person — without setting an artificial ceiling.

ELC

Entry Level Certificate: a supported 

bridge into recognised subject 

achievement.

Functional Skills

Practical maths for education, work 

and independent adult life, where 

appropriate.

GCSE / next steps

For pupils ready for this route, with 

suitable preparation and access 

arrangements.

Pathways may change as knowledge, confidence and independence grow.



MORE THAN A NUMBER

Impact: progress we can see and use
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Accuracy

gets more right

Independence

needs less help

Fluency

responds more securely

Recall

remembers later

Transfer

uses it elsewhere

Confidence

tries and recovers

We want pupils to know more, remember more and do more for themselves.



EVERYDAY MATHS

How families can help — without worksheets
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Notice

“Which is bigger?”

Offer choices

“Do we need 2 or 3?”

Wait

Allow processing time

Ask for a check

“How could we know?”

Praise effort

“You tried another way.”

Share success

Tell school what works at home

Keep it short, practical and positive. Stop before frustration grows.



9 MINUTES • SHARE AND ASK

Your voice helps us plan the next step
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1 At home, my child…

Think of one maths strength you notice 

— however small.

2 It helps when…

Name one object, phrase, routine or type 

of support that works.

3 I would like to know…

Write or ask one question about 

learning, assessment or qualifications.

Thank you for working with us.

Together we build confidence, communication and independence.
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